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Welcome back everyone!  I always look forward to January  because it proves  

to be productive and fully energized.  Learning is put into  high gear!   

Students are encouraged to get down to work and focus on second 

term learning goals.  In that light, it is important for children to come to school 

well rested, having gone to bed early enough the night before so that they can 

take full advantage of all that is offered in the classroom.  With parental support 

with homework, daily reading, and having children well-rested, we are sure to  

be well on the road to academic success! 

Please check our website: www.bge.sd23.bc.ca for announcements, notices, and  

for the most current calendar.  Registration dates for NEW students will be  

announced in the next few weeks. 

On behalf of all of us at Belgo, I would like to wish you health, happiness, and fun 

For the 2015 year.   Happy New Year!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parents, please discuss 

these points with your 

children. 

 

No throwing snow.  

Use snow for making 

snowmen, snow forts, 

and snow sculptures. 

Dress warmly so as to 

be able to participate 

in the great outdoors.  

Having a change of 

clothes at school is a 

good idea. 

Thank you! Merci! 

 

http://www.bge.sd23.bc.ca/


Mr. Todd Wilson, our Aboriginal Advocate, would like to thank Wentworth Music 

for their generosity over the years.  Tory, at Wentworth Music, provides free gift 

cards to our students after so many dollars of equipment is purchased.   

Merci beaucoup!  Votre générosité est appréciée! 

Thank you!   Very generous! 



Every year, Grade 4 students participate in the Foundation Skills Assessments (FSAs).  The 

FSA is the BC Ministry of Education's annual assessment of reading comprehension, 

writing, and numeracy. 

This year's assessment will take place between February 2 and 19. 

Purpose of the assessment: 

 To help the province, district and school to assess how well reading, writing and 

numeracy are being addressed and to make plans for improvement where needed. 

 To give teachers, students and parents an additional source of information about a 

student's performance in relation to the skills attained at this grade level. 

      Limitations of the assessment: 

 The assessment provides a "snapshot" of student progress, and is ONE of the 

strategies used to assess student achievement.  Results should be discussed 

directly with the school Principal, who can put the results into context.  Ranking 

schools based on FSA results invites misleading comparisons that ignore specific 

circumstances that can affect achievement in each school. 

       What Ecole Belgo Elementary School does with the results: 

 The teaching staff and the School Planning Council compare the results to see how 

well they compare with school assessments.  We identify trends.  We do not design 

individualized programs based on the FSA.  We do not use the results on student 

report cards. 

 Copies of the individual student results are sent home to parents of Grade 4 

students. 

        Do all Grade 4 students write the FSA? 

 According to the BC Ministry of Education, ALL students are expected to write.  

Principals do not have authority to excuse students unless the student meetings one 

of the following criteria: 

o The student has a BC Ministry of Education  Special Needs designation, and 

has a current IEP.  The student's disability must significantly impact their 

performance in reading, writing or numeracy, to the extent that the student 

cannot meaningfully participate even with adaptations or for whom it would 

cause hardship. 

o The student is seriously ill and unable to attend school for an extended period 

of time. 

o The student has already written the FSA. 

o The student is from a family where a death, serious illness, or other critical 

incident is affecting him/her. 

o The student is on an extended family vacation. 

o The student is an English Language Learner, and whose English is not 

proficient enough to be able to provide meaningful responses on the 

assessment. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you, Mr. DeVries, for playing the piano so beautifully for us 

for our Christmas Caroling.  Your talent, and generous donation of 

time are much appreciated! 


